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Dole, and his wife Elizabeth; former Representa-
tive Robert H. Michel; and former Secretary of
Defense Melvin R. Laird. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included

the remarks of the former President Gerald R.
Ford, former First Lady Betty Ford, and Speaker
J. Dennis Hastert.

Statement on the Attack at the Armenian Parliament
October 27, 1999

I am shocked and saddened by today’s armed
attacks in the Armenian Parliament. I condemn
this senseless act against individuals actively en-
gaged in building democracy in their country.
The victims and their families are in our
thoughts and prayers.

The United States has built strong ties with
Armenia, focused on helping the Armenian peo-

ple build a prosperous, secure, and democratic
future. At this time of tragedy, we renew our
support for the Armenian people and their lead-
ers as they continue to build on the principles
that today’s victims have so courageously em-
bodied.

Joint Declaration by President William Jefferson Clinton and European
Commission President Romano Prodi
October 27, 1999

1. President Clinton and President Prodi held
a wide-ranging discussion on 27 October about
the prospects for launching a new Round of
trade negotiations in the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) next month at Seattle. There was
an essential overlap of interests and a desire
to collaborate closely to bridge remaining dif-
ferences.

2. They recalled the EU–U.S. Bonn Declara-
tion of June 1999, where we agreed that ‘‘to-
gether we can advance our shared values, our
common security and our mutual prosperity
more effectively than either of us alone. To-
gether . . . we can face . . . the complexity
of ensuring that democracy and free markets
improve tangibly the lives of people in a rapidly
globalizing world.’’

3. Mindful of the essential role played by
the multilateral trading system in supporting
over the last 50 years the greatest economic
expansion in history and more recently in con-
taining the adverse impacts of economic
downturns in Asia and elsewhere, the two lead-
ers agreed to strive to secure agreement in Se-
attle to launch a new Round of global trade
negotiations.

4. Their discussions concentrated on the pos-
sible topics for a new Round and how to provide
momentum for a successful launch at Seattle.
Not only agriculture and services, but a number
of other issues need to be included, to meet
the U.S. and EU’s respective interests and those
of our partners, but also to ensure that the
WTO continues to be a leading part of the
solution to the problems that will confront the
global economy in the next century. In this re-
spect, they discussed topics such as comprehen-
sive market access; greater coherence in inter-
national economic policy making to complement
and enhance the work underway in the Bretton
Woods institutions and other UN agencies; gov-
ernment procurement (including transparency
and market access); foreign direct investment;
electronic commerce (including extension of the
moratorium agreed last May); competition; trade
facilitation; trade-related intellectual property
rights protection (TRIPS); technical barriers to
trade; and the issue of early agreements, provi-
sional where necessary. While differences re-
main between the United States and the Euro-
pean Union as to the most appropriate scope
for the forthcoming negotiations, both sides
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agreed to continue to take forward their discus-
sions in a constructive spirit in forthcoming
weeks.

5. The leaders agreed that the new round
had to be definitively different in content and
process from its predecessors. For example, we
had to take into account the rapid advances
in technology, particularly related to electronic
commerce. They agreed on the goal of better
addressing the social dimensions of trade by pro-
moting a substantive dialogue with our partners,
involving the WTO and the ILO, although we
still differ on the modalities. The dialogue would
include an examination of the relationship be-
tween trade policy, trade liberalization, develop-
ment and fundamental labor rights, so as to
maximize the benefits of open trade for workers.
The two leaders also agreed that the new round
should enhance the potential for positive
synergies between trade liberalization, environ-
mental protection and economic development.

6. But the agenda for the new Round also
had to address the needs and interests of all
our partners. Although major players in the
world economy, the U.S. and EU needed to
do more than in previous Rounds to work with
all our partners in the WTO system. The new
Round should offer major opportunities to the

developing countries, strengthening their role in
the world economy. Particular attention needs
to be paid to the least developed countries.
Their concerns and interests should be fully
taken into account, including through specifically
targeted, enhanced, and effective market access
and capacity building.

7. An additional important new element was
to make the multilateral trading system as re-
sponsive as possible to all our citizens. The two
leaders agreed to work vigorously to assure the
public that the trading system and the WTO
as an institution works in the broadest interests
of everyone—and to ensure that this remains
the case. Both leaders renewed their commit-
ment to the WTO Dispute Settlement System,
and agreed that WTO decisions should be re-
spected and implemented. The leaders also an-
ticipated ratifying at Seattle a package of im-
provements to the Dispute Settlement Under-
standing. Additionally, they agreed to work to-
wards enhanced transparency in the WTO deci-
sion-making process.

Washington, D.C.,
27 October 1999

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint declaration.

Remarks at a Reception for Representative David E. Bonior
October 27, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you, David, and
thank you, Vic. I’m glad to know you still have
to pay some political dues for the price of going
into private life. [Laughter]

Let me say, I’m honored to be here for David
Bonior. And the most important thing I can
say to all of you is, thank you, because you
know it’s important that he be reelected or you
wouldn’t be here. I do think it is worth pointing
out that he represents the kind of district that
is pretty reflective of America; it could go either
way. And he always has a competitive race be-
cause they spend a lot of money against him,
and they try to say things that will turn the
voters against him and convince them that he’s
something he isn’t.

Dave and Judy go home every summer; they
knock on thousands of doors; they actually talk

to people. I know that if you give money to
a lot of candidates, one of the things you want
to know is, now, if I really back this person,
is he or she going to work hard? This guy kills
himself to fulfill his responsibilities to his coun-
try and to his party in Washington and to his
district back home. And he does as good a job
in as difficult a situation as anybody in the
United States.

The other thing I want to say is that I am
in a unique position having worked with him
for nearly 7 years now, under some of the most
difficult conceivable circumstances with very
hard issues, to tell you that he is a great leader
who is both loved and admired. Some of the
people in the other party, they seem fond of
electing people that they can then be terrified
of, so they have to be browbeaten into doing
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